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Grant will improve student access to college

FroM GULF Coast Commu-
NITY FOUNDATION

A network of orga-
nizations that aims to
help more Sarasota
County students pursue
education and training
beyond high school
has combined $62,500
in matching funds
to secure a $50,000
grant from Florida
Philanthropic Network
(FPN) for their efforts.

The local ini-
tiative, known as
Talent4Tomorrow
(T4T), will use the new
funding to improve
college access and
completion rates for
Sarasota area youth.

The grant will expand
programs that help
students access federal

and state financial aid
for which they qualify.
It will also fund
new efforts to in-
form students about
high-demand local
jobs and the education
pathways to reach
them, and help students
who are traditionally
underrepresented in
higher education see
college as a realistic and
achievable opportunity.
The grant was award-
ed through the College
Access and Success
Initiative, an FPN
initiative made possible
through funding from
The Helios Education
Foundation and The
Kresge Foundation.
“Our regional econo-
my requires a pipeline
of skilled workers to

meet the demands

of local employers,”
said Mark Pritchett,
president and CEO of
Gulf Coast Community
Foundation, which
applied for the grant on
behalf of the T4T part-
nership. “Increasingly,
that means college
completion, which
includes two-year
degrees and technical
certifications.”

The Charles &
Margery Barancik
Foundation and the
Community Foundation
of Sarasota County
joined Gulf Coast in
committing the local
matching funds re-
quired by FPN’s chal-
lenge grant.

“The Barancik
Foundation and the

Community Foundation
really made this grant
award possible,”
Pritchett said.

TAT leaders say the
grant validates and
rewards collaborative

work that has already
garnered Sarasota
County statewide
recognition. Last

year, Sarasota County
Schools earned eight of
15 awards in the Florida

FAFSA Challenge, a
campaign to increase
the rate of high school
seniors completing the
Free Application for
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Chef Rolf’s
New Florida Kitchen”
Only Fresh,

Natural Ingredients!
Our Proteins contains NO MSG,
Hormones, Antibiotic, Steroids
or Trans-Fats. Mixing just the right
flavors creates an Epicurean
Feast that my family and | invite
you to enjoy!

En Guete - Bon Appetite
Chef Rolf
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2 Styles $14.99

4 Styles $19.99

Shrlmp Scampl w1th Tllapla $14.99 i Fudge Brownie with

~3% 3 Styles $17.99 #~

The Venice Gondolier Sun Proudly Sponsors
hef Rolf's New Florida Kitchen® Cooking Show

Shrimp Festival

Choose from 10 preparation styles
5 Shrimp per Style

3 Course Dlnner
for just $19.99

First Course
a Hush Puppies
X Second Course
8o0z. Pork Chop
and
Shrimp Scampi
Third Course

3

USDA Certified Certified upper Choice
' All Natural Black Angus Beef
New York Strip Dinner 19.99
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Federal Student Aid.
The FAFSA quali-
fies students for Pell

Grants and other aid.
Completion rates are
a critical indicator of
access to postsecondary
education.

According to the
Florida College Access
Network (Florida CAN),

last year’s increase
resulted in more than
$280,000 in additional
Pell Grant funding
for Sarasota County
students.

T4T’s leadership in-
cludes representatives

of the Greater Sarasota
Chamber of Commerce,
Charles & Margery
Barancik Foundation,
Community
Foundation of

Sarasota County, Gulf
Coast Community

Foundation,
CareerEdge and United
Way Suncoast.

Other key partners
are the Education
Foundation of Sarasota
County, Sarasota
County Schools and

UnidosNow, while more
than 30 nonprofits,
businesses and schools
serve as implementa-
tion partners delivering
programs and services
to students and their
families.



