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A network of orga-
nizations that aims to 
help more Sarasota 
County students pursue 
education and training 
beyond high school 
has combined $62,500 
in matching funds 
to secure a $50,000 
grant from Florida 
Philanthropic Network 
(FPN) for their efforts.

The local ini-
tiative, known as 
Talent4Tomorrow 
(T4T), will use the new 
funding to improve 
college access and 
completion rates for 
Sarasota area youth.

The grant will expand 
programs that help 
students access federal 

and state financial aid 
for which they qualify.

It will also fund 
new efforts to in-
form students about 
high-demand local 
jobs and the education 
pathways to reach 
them, and help students 
who are traditionally 
underrepresented in 
higher education see 
college as a realistic and 
achievable opportunity. 

The grant was award-
ed through the College 
Access and Success 
Initiative, an FPN 
initiative made possible 
through funding from 
The Helios Education 
Foundation and The 
Kresge Foundation.

“Our regional econo-
my requires a pipeline 
of skilled workers to 

meet the demands 
of local employers,” 
said Mark Pritchett, 
president and CEO of 
Gulf Coast Community 
Foundation, which 
applied for the grant on 
behalf of the T4T part-
nership. “Increasingly, 
that means college 
completion, which 
includes two-year 
degrees and technical 
certifications.”

The Charles & 
Margery Barancik 
Foundation and the 
Community Foundation 
of Sarasota County 
joined Gulf Coast in 
committing the local 
matching funds re-
quired by FPN’s chal-
lenge grant. 

“The Barancik 
Foundation and the 

Community Foundation 
really made this grant 
award possible,” 
Pritchett said.

T4T leaders say the 
grant validates and 
rewards collaborative 

work that has already 
garnered Sarasota 
County statewide 
recognition. Last 
year, Sarasota County 
Schools earned eight of 
15 awards in the Florida 

FAFSA Challenge, a 
campaign to increase 
the rate of high school 
seniors completing the 
Free Application for 

Grant will improve student access to college
FROM GULF COAST COMMU-

NITY FOUNDATION
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The Venice Gondolier Sun Proudly Sponsors 
Chef Rolf s New Florida Kitchen® Cooking Show

Chef Rolfs 
New Florida Kitchen "

Our Proteins contains NO MSG, 
Hormones, Antibiotic, Steroids 

or Trans-Fats. Mixing just the right 
flavors creates an Epicurean 

Feast that my family and I invite 
you to enjoy!

En Guete - Bon Appetite 
Chef Rolf

Shrimp Festival
Choose from 10 preparation styles 

5 Shrimp per Style
2 Styles $14.99
3 Styles $17.99
4 Styles $19.99

Shrimp Scampi with Tilapia $14.99 
or with Petite Filet Mignon $19.99

3 Course Dinner 
for just $19.99

Hush Puppies

8oz. Pork Chop 
and

Shrimp Scampi

Fudge Brownie with 
Vanilla Ice Cream

USDA Certified Certified upper Choice 
All Natural Black Angus Beef 

New York Strip Dinner 19.99 
14 oz. Black Angus New York Strip Steak 
with Café de Paris (French steak butter) 

and Cajun Fries.
Local Stone Crab! 

Awesome Happy Hour! 
Late Night Menu untili 11pm!

Weekly Special Overview
Wednesday - Snow Crab 1 Lb. $19.99 ! First Martini of the Day Free for Ladies!

Ladies' Night starting 6pm!
Thursday - Beef Specials! 12 oz. Prime Rib just $19.99
Friday - All You Can Eat Fish Fry just $9.99 ~ Music “2 Guys from the Beach”! 
Saturday - Rockin Oldies Show with DooWop Denny starting @ 7pm

’’Wine Lovers Night” $2 off wines by the glass, $10 off all bottles, 
Sunday - Voted Best Brunch 11 am to 2:30pm, get one glass of free Champagne!

All You Can Eat Pancake ~ Regular Menu available all Day!
Discounted Gourmet Pizza! Free Kids Meal with purchase of adult entrée 
on Sundays after 2:30pm (dine in only)!

Monday - Happy Hour All Day! Live Maine Lobster just $19.99 (as supply last). 
Tuesday - Steam Pot Party! Starter $14.99, Regular $19.99 for two $29.99!

Lunch Soup & Sandwich. . .  $5.99 
3 Corse Sunset Menu (21 items) start @ $9.99 
Fried Shrimp $10.99 ~ Gril led Tilapia $12.99

Chef Rolf® has a passion for creating his own daily7 & weekly selection 
entrees with a European flair using the finest ingredients available!

1071 Tamiami Trail North, Nokomis
(941) 488-3775

www.SaltwaterCafe.com

TECNAVIA
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Federal Student Aid.
The FAFSA quali-

fies students for Pell 

Grants and other aid. 
Completion rates are 
a critical indicator of 
access to postsecondary 
education.

According to the 
Florida College Access 
Network (Florida CAN), 

last year’s increase 
resulted in more than 
$280,000 in additional 
Pell Grant funding 
for Sarasota County 
students.

T4T’s leadership in-
cludes representatives 

of the Greater Sarasota 
Chamber of Commerce, 
Charles & Margery 
Barancik Foundation, 
Community 
Foundation of 
Sarasota County, Gulf 
Coast Community 

Foundation, 
CareerEdge and United 
Way Suncoast. 

Other key partners 
are the Education 
Foundation of Sarasota 
County, Sarasota 
County Schools and 

UnidosNow, while more 
than 30 nonprofits, 
businesses and schools 
serve as implementa-
tion partners delivering 
programs and services 
to students and their 
families.
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The Encore Chorus, conducted by Bill and Jan Antholz, will present a Spring concert Friday, 
March 31, 4 p.m. at the Venice Presbyterian Church, 825 The Rialto. The program will 
benefit Venice Musicale’s scholarship fund. Soloists will include winners from the 2016 
scholarship competition. The concert is open to the public free of charge. Call: 941-484-
8066.

Encore Chorus to  
perform Spring concert

PHOTO BY FRAN VALENCIC

The Women’s Sertoma Club of Venice presents the first of its grants, totaling nearly 
$30,000 due to the success of the club’s annual Sun Fiesta event, to area nonprofits. 
Receiving checks are representatives of All Faiths Food Bank, Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
Child Protection Center, Christmas Shopping for Families in Need, Family Promise, 
Grace United Methodist Preschool, Habitat for Humanity, InStride Therapy, Loveland 
Center, Literacy Volunteers of South Sarasota County, Mental Health Community Centers 
(formerly Beacon House), Our Mother’s House, Pregnancy Care Solutions, Sertoma Speech 
Clinic and Shop With a Cop.

Women’s Sertoma  
gives to local charities

Superintendent Todd 
Bowden has named Laura 
Kingsley as the assistant 
superintendent/chief aca-
demic officer for Sarasota 
County Schools, effective 
Thursday, March 23. The 
School Board is expected 
to formally approve the 
appointment at its April 4 
meeting.

The position is new un-
der Bowden’s reorganiza-
tion of his cabinet, which 
also will consist of an 
assistant superintendent/
chief financial officer, 
and an assistant superin-
tendent/chief operations 
officer. 

Kingsley, 59, has served 
as the district’s executive 
director of elementary ed-
ucation since Feb. 2015. 
In that role, she led a task 
force to close the achieve-
ment gap between white 
and minority students; 
worked with foundations, 
school administrators 
and teachers to help 
students strengthen their 
reading skills as a funda-
mental building block of 
learning; and supported 
community programs 
to bolster school atten-
dance, among other 
initiatives.  

“Dr. Kingsley is the 
ideal person to con-
tinue and enhance our 
district’s tradition of 

academic excellence,” 
Bowden said. “In her 
career as a teacher, 
principal and district 
administrator, she has 
always found innovative 
ways to ensure that all 
children reach their full 
potential throughout 
their academic careers. 
She is a big-picture 
thinker who cares about 
each and every student.”  

Kingsley said, “I am 
incredibly proud of the 
direction Dr. Bowden 
is leading us, and I’m 
excited and honored 
that he has entrusted me 
with this assignment. I’m 
fortunate to be able to 
work with outstanding 
educational leaders in our 

schools and district office, 
and such dedicated 
teachers and staff. We’re 
also lucky to have so 
many wonderful partners 
in this community that 
care deeply about public 
education. I look forward 
to nurturing those alli-
ances as we strive to help 
all children succeed.” 

Kingsley has served 
as principal of Fruitville 
Elementary (2001-2014), 
assistant principal 
of Emma E. Booker 
Elementary School 
(2000-01 and 1995-97) 
and assistant principal 
of Laurel Nokomis 
School (1997-99). She 
taught at Emma E. 
Booker Elementary 

from 1988-95, where she 
served as a supervising 
teacher for interns and a 
mentor for new teachers. 

In 2012, Kingsley 
was Sarasota County 
Principal of the Year, the 
Council for Exceptional 
Children Principal of 
the Year and Florida 
Studio Theater Educator 
of the Year. She earned 
a national award for 
teaching economics in 
1991 and was Teacher 
of the Year at Emma E. 
Booker in 1990 and 1993. 
She taught education 
courses as an adjunct 
professor at Saint Leo 
University, Florida, in 
2010-11 and has pre-
sented at various state 

and national education 
conferences. 

Kingsley earned a 
bachelor’s degree in ele-
mentary education from 
Manchester College 
in North Manchester, 
Indiana. She earned a 
master’s degree and a 
doctorate in educational 
leadership from the 
University of South 
Florida. 

Kingsley said she 
and her husband, Ric, 
“are proud of our four 
children, who all grad-
uated from Sarasota 
County schools. We also 
have eight grandchildren 
under the age of 7 who 
are future graduates of 
our schools.”

Kingsley named assistant superintendent/CAO
FROM SARASOTA COUNTY 

SCHOOL DISTRICT

FOR ALL YOUR  
HEATING &  
COOLING NEEDS

• Repairs
• Service
• Emergencies
• Replacements
• Installations
• Maintenance

Serving Manatee,  
Sarasota & 

Charlotte Counties 
for 55 Years

Call Us Today! 941-488-5359
115 Triple Diamond Blvd. • Nokomis

www.SuperiorAC.com
Hours: 8am-4:30pm Mon-Fri

24-HOUR ON-CALL EMERGENCY SERVICE
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